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Crimes of " * Politics dud the Police. . 
| atrocious character, assassinations, highway The Superintendent of Police has published 
t Viobtiecde and benijetiod aid. witdciiael). on ‘an order, which will be found in another col- | 


ert the increase, but ‘convictions in capital‘cases | umn, calling attention to the rule which de- 


are becoming. all but. impossible. Leta man clares that “no member of the Police Department 
commit what offence he may, unless he is a seycduaipereiatele acs eaten 
negro, and consequently without friends, he is | any way, a society, » committee or 
at the present moment in New-York pretty | organization of any kind, the object of which 
gure'of impunity,and the more heinous the }+* the political advancement of any party, 
offence, the less likelihood of punishment. | clique or individual.” This ;is a wholesome 
The preliminaries of a prosecution are well | and necessary regulation, and we hope it will 
conducted. epg tytn are but { be rigidly enforced. We commend. it to the 
eight hundred. Policemen, the ‘facility with attention of the members of the Police De- 
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tea er apprehended is fair mat-. 
agreeable The District-At- | ¥ 
TNecoapudceonis duly hie col” ‘faithfully. Up. 


rt to the moment the prisoner appears at the bar, 


and is called upon to plead, all goes on smooth- 
ly and satisfactorily. But the ‘moment the 


von su 


«upon. do shewesbanger doeus potas hy 
wet state. of. ¢ » tobe “no bounds: 
~short of'tlie whole “panel: itself. The rule is,. 
that he may challenge any. man who has 
formed. or expressed an opinion as to his guilt 
or innocence. 

Now, in the case of minor officers, this is a 
good rule enough, or at least there is.no de- 
It is easy enough to 
find any number of men qualified to serve on 
a jury, who have never given themselves the 
| trouble to” form an opinion as to whether 


| Brown stole Jones’. watch, or effected a bur- 


glarious entry. into Smith’s back-kitchen. 
‘Brown will hardly need the aid of a single 
challenge to find himself arraigned before a 
tribunal, whose minds, as far as he and his 
crimes are concerned, are a virgin page. But 
when a man has his throat cut under circum- 
stances ef unparalleled atrocity at his own fire- 
side, ‘or when a policeman is shot down in the 
atreeet by a robber whom he geeks to arrest, 
the case assumes quite another aspect. These 
are just the sort of offences which society is 
}.most interested in having punished, and yet 
these are just the gost of 0 oes pont 


the Kee nd very A 80. en So give 
every circumstance that tends -to fasten sus- 
picion on any particular person, and publish 
accurate reports of the preliminary investiga- 
tion before the Coroner. They render in this 
way most service to justice, bring 
ony to: ight, clear. up doubtful or 
inexplicable occurrences, saye the inno- 


| cent from false ‘imputations, and in short, 


’ bring all the information and all the acuteness 
} of the whole community to bear in one focus 
upon a single group .of facts. ‘The press has, 

Oe ald 


| 40. the police and the ‘magistrate. In every 


eriminal investigation ‘the cry is for more 
light, and nothing and nobody supply half so 
much as the newspapers. 

Now what would an intelligent Turk or 
Chinaman say, if, after hearing from Coke 
that the common law was the -perfection of 


tad, | human reason, and that the statute law was. 
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Da po Prahran = baa Sink ai 
aurs W. Nyx; one of the Police Commission- 

ers. This gentleman sceins to. have bécoine | 
preaely unmindfal of the character of his 
office, and is devoting-a good deal of his time 
and attention to labors directly forbidden by 
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4 and Lee op at war With, Ro Sao. and 


} over which:. be. 


Be 5: well as the-tndat aoquent of- ite: orstars. | 
We submit-te him- and to his party friends that 


nothing could’ more effectually bring the new ' 


Police system into. popular odium and con- 
tempt than the course which he is thus pur- 
suing. 3 

. The curse of our Police for the past ten 
years has been its conntction with partisan 
‘politics. Nothing contributed more to a 
popular demand for its thorough reform ‘and 
reorganization, than the conviction that in the 
hands of the old Board it had become a mere 
‘party tool,—that it was used constantly and 
unscrupulously by Mayor Woop for the promo- 
tion of his political and pergonal designs,— 
and that it was thus not only rendered useless 
for all purposes of public protection, but was 
made an ‘instrument of the grossest. wrong 
and injustice. It was the universal conviction 
of this fact which led to the demand for a new 
Commission ; and it was ostensibly to remedy 
‘this evil that the law of last Winter was 
enacted. The. public was assured that the 
Police should be taken out of politics,—that 
ambitious party leaders should no.longer con- 
oe - for, their own purposes, and that it 


pas Fitwan ‘left-in-thechands “6£ The peo- 


eof: the. City, we . were told it-would ape- + 


ably become a matter for~ party strife, and 
would be decided on party grounds. The men 
élected would thus be elected as partisans, 
and the Department would therefore still be 
left in the hands of politicians. It was only 


‘by giving the power of appointment to the 


Governor, that we could avoid this danger. 
The plea was full of promise—and was hope- 

fully received by the public at large. But we 

are constrained be tepeat whet we bare said 


and we party influences, the-Governor made 
it up exclusively of men known to the public 
only as party politicians :—and party considera- 
tions have apparently been allowed to rule every 
movement of the Commission from that day to 
this. So far as Mayor Woop is concerned, no 
one ever expected him to be governed by 
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because it shows that although corruption and 


profligacy may have prevailed and, to a great 
extent,. ruled there, the mass of the people. 
are honest» and anxious to. preserve ‘their 
credit abroad. Indeed the indications of re-. 


| form in public affairs, and of greater economy 


generally among the people, are apparent on 
every hand; persistence in such efforts can- 
not fail to place California again in the pros- 
perous condition from which reckless_poli- 
ticians and speculators have redyced her. The 
merit of the recent»:vote will appear the 
greater when itis remembered that California 
has just passed through a four years” revul- 
sion, in which business .was continuously 
prostrated, and property values have been 
steadily depreciating. 

It. willbe seen: that while. Col..Jomn B. 
Wruitzz, the Democratic candidate, is elected | 
Governor by a majority. of probably fifteen 
thousand, the People’s ticket in San Francisco, 
the stronghold of-the Vigilance Conimittee, | 
‘was successful by two thousand . majority. 


This is: justly repre ae re 
the Committee and its proc We learn, 


however, from private sources, thet an ar- 
:Fimgement hastesn sade forthe abeclate dis- 
solution of the Vigilance organization, and a. 
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; although thée-substimtial interests of the“ 

, ‘tate are represented * to’be slowly’but surely. 

‘improving. Ali thé evidéinces aré that Califor- 

nia has reached the bottom of‘her decline, and 
is beginning a healthy and reliable career. 
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Legit ResronsjsiLitry ror Accipsnrs.—The 
last number of Harper's Weekly, in speaking 
of the disaster to the Central America, says: 

“'We had hoped to heat, ere. pacino the United 
States District-Attorney had taken measures 
which are incumbent upon roam to slielt the* truth, 
‘and to determine who, if any, ate guilty of the inno- 


cent lives that have been lost. We. presume that, in |. 


the event of the ship’s unseaworthiness being estab- 
lished, an indictment for manslaughter would lie against 
the owners ; and, in the event of faulty conduct being 
proved against the engineer, that a like recourse 
might be taken against him. It is singular, to use the 


mildest term, that the United States authorities have } 


taken no steps at all.” 

It would be a good deal more “singular” if 
any steps had been taken to hold the author 
of this wholesale slaughter to a legal respon- 


sibility. Such a proceeding would be wholly} 


unprecedented in the history of this 

try. We have probably had, at the 

est estimate, twice as many severe rail- 
at. 4 ibs. a8 any nth 
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one, engineer, owne? “agent, Of ethic petit 
has ever been convicted and punished for the 
criminal misconduct or neglect of duty, which 
has involved such a wholesale destruction of 
life and property. Prosecutions have been in- 
stituted in several cases, and in one or two 
have been pushed to a trial ; but never, so far 
as we are aware, has one. been followed by a 
conviction. Generally, that most convenient 


agent of injustice and screen for crime—a dis- 
—. the jury—has been the upshot of 
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flagrant and clearly-established actual malice 
is regarded as punishable by law. 
may shoot another in an affray of his own 
provoking,—but unless he can be showm@o 
have nursed the murderous intention for’a 
week or two, juries are quite sure to “ disa- 
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